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OSCAR RACE: AN EVENING OF 
ACADEMY-AWARD MUSIC



Program

Out of respect for the musicians and fellow audience members please silence your mobile phones. Applause between 
movements is not customary. Please also refrain from flash photography. Seating begins 30 minutes before performances. 
Latecomers cannot be seated during the concert. Children 6 and over are welcome at Philharmonic concerts. The Philharmonic 
retains the right to expel anyone disturbing others. Food and beverages can be consumed in the lobby only.

Oscar Race: An Evening of Academy-Award Music

Qatar National Convention Centre, Auditorium 3
Saturday, 17 October 2026
7:30 pm

Frank Strobel, conductor
Manfred Callsen, narrator

Program

Dimitri Tiomkin: 		  Suite from The High and The Mighty

Alex North: 		  Love Theme from Spartacus

Miklos Rózsa: 		  Parade of the Charioteers from Ben-Hur

Patrick Doyle: 		  Once More unto the Breach from Henry V

Stephen Warberck: 	 Suite from Shakespeare in Love

Michael Giacchino: 	 Suite from UP

Alan Silvestri:		   Suite from Back to the Future

Intermission

Justin Hurwitz: 		  Suite from LA LA LAND

Gabriel Yared: 		  The English Patient from The English Patient

			   I’ll Always Go Back to That Church from The English Patient

Maurice Jarre: 		  Suite from Lawrence of Arabia
			   I. First Entrance to the Desert
			   II. Horse Stampede

			   III. Overture

Mystery Piece  

John Williams:		   Adventures on Earth from E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial

Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra Narrative 

The Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra (QPO) is a pioneering cultural institution that proudly 
represents Qatar on the world stage. Founded in 2007 by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, 
the orchestra brings together 78 world class musicians from 28 countries, many of whom have 
performed with the world’s leading ensembles such as the New York Philharmonic, Frankfurt 
Opera, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Tonhalle Zürich, Teatro Colón, and NDR Radiophilharmonie.

Known for its innovative programming and unique sound, QPO blends Western symphonic 
traditions with the rich musical heritage of the Arab world, creating performances that are 
globally resonant and deeply rooted in the region’s cultural legacy.

With more than 500 performances to date, QPO has graced prestigious stages around the world, 
including La Scala (Milan), Konzerthaus Wien (Vienna), Théâtre des Champs-Élysées (Paris), 
Santa Cecilia (Rome), the Kennedy Center (Washington D.C.), and the Royal Albert Hall (London).

QPO is a source of national pride and a symbol of Qatar’s commitment to cultural excellence. 
Driven by a mission to make music accessible to all, QPO continues to break barriers, inspire 
new generations, and lead the way in shaping a vibrant musical future for Qatar and the region.



A conductor whose international reputation is built 
on repertoire of unusual stylistic diversity. Frank 
Strobel has long been recognised as a leading figure 
in the space where film meet music. In particular, he 
has played a crucial role in bringing film concerts into 
leading opera houses and concert halls.

As a guest conductor Frank Strobel conducts 
both film concerts and symphonic repertoire with 
orchestras such as the Filarmonica della Scala, HR-
Sinfonieorchester Frankfurt, LA Opera Orchestra, 
London Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre de Paris, 
Orchestre National de Radio France, Orchestre 
Philharmonique du Luxembourg, Philharmonia 
Orchestra, Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin, 
Seattle Symphony, Staatskapelle Berlin and Dresden, 
Sydney Symphony, ORF Radio-Symphonieorchester 
Wien and the Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich. Strobel is 
curating film symphonic concert series at the Alte 
Oper Frankfurt and the Tonhalle Zürich. Frank Strobel 
held recently the position as Chief Conductor of the 
WDR Funkhausorchester.

The 2026/27 season includes the premiere of Jean 
Cocteaus’ La Belle et la Bête and music by Geroge 
Auric at the Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris. Frank Strobel 
will give his debut with the Orchestre symphonique 
de Montréal presenting Gottfried Huppertz’s score 
for METROPOLIS. A tribute to Ennio Morricone, 
featuring both symphonic and symphonic film music 
will be presented with the Orchestre Philharmonique 
de Radio France and the Choeur de Radio France at 
the Maison de la Radio in Paris. In addition, Frank 
Strobel will appear with the HR-Sinfonieorchester 
Frankfurt, NDR-Radiophilharmonie, Orchestre 
National de Lyon, Orchestre National Capitole 
Toulouse, Orchestre Philharmonique de Monte-Carlo,
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Artists
Orchestre Philharmonique Royal de Liège, Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester 
Berlin and the Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich.

Frank Strobel has been particularly at home in the French music 
scene for some time. In June 2026 he conducted Prokofiev’s Cantata 
Alexander Nevsky with the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France 
and the Choeur de Radio France. In 2024, the premiere of Abel Gance’s 
Napoléon epic took place in its’ entirety at the Seine Musicale in Paris, 
lasting a total of seven hours in two parts, directed by Strobel. The 
Orchestre National de France, the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio 
France and the Choeur de Radio France performed this exceptional 
symphonic film concert with a revised compilation by Simon Cloquet-
Lafollye, incorporating a vast collection of classical scores from Mozart 
to Wagner. In 2023 he premiered also in Paris together with the 
Orchestre National de France the new score by David Hudry for Berlin. 
Symphony of a big city. Later on the premiere of the film concert 
with the feature film Kaamelott: Premier Volet by producer, actor and 
composer Alexandre Astier took place with the Orchestre National de 
Lyon. Another premiere was the film music concert Chaplin in Concert. 
With a smile under his direction at the Philharmonie de Paris with 
the Orchestre de Paris. Frank Strobel is also a repeated guest at the 
Festival Lumière. Grand Lyon Film Festival. In 2021, he conducted at 
the Victoires de la Musique.

Another important French film concert project came to fruition at 
the Musikfest Berlin and at the Festival Lumière in Lyon in 2019: 
Abel Gance’s seven-hour silent epic La Roue, with a score specially 
assembled from 117 works written by French composers between 
1880 and 1920. Having reconstructed Sergei Prokofiev’s music for 
Eisenstein’s films Alexander Nevsky and Ivan the Terrible, Strobel 
conducted the first performances of his realisations at the Musikfest 
Berlin. In 2008 an original copy of Metropolis was discovered in Award 
in 2022.

Frank Strobel
 conductor  
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Buenos Aires; two years later a fully restored version of the film 
was premiered at the Berlinale, with Frank Strobel conducting the 
Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin. In 2006 at Dresden’s Semperoper 
he conducted the Staatskapelle Dresden to accompany a reconstruction 
of the film of Der Rosenkavalier with Richard Strauss’s original music.

Beyond the world of film music, Frank Strobel has achieved 
international recognition for his first performances and revivals of 
works by Alfred Schnittke, Franz Schreker, Alexander von Zemlinsky 
and Siegfried Wagner. The great Russian composer Alfred Schnittke 
(1934-1998) found Frank Strobel congenial, considering him an ideal 
interpreter of his works. Strobel now retains the adaptation rights for 
Schnittke’s music.

In 2000 Frank Strobel and Beate Warkentien co-founded the 
Europäische FilmPhilharmonie, an institution dedicated to the 
artistic development of music and film in the concert hall. Of special 
significance in this context was Strobel’s role as an adviser to the 
TV station ZDF/ARTE on its’ programming of silent films and this has 
resulted in notable performances of silent films to the accompaniment 
of legendary musical works.

Within his vast discography the CD series of first recordings with film 
suites by Alfred Schnittke, arranged by Frank Strobel and realised with 
the Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin were received to great critical 
acclaim. The fifth release of this series received an Opus Klassik 
Award in 2022.

In 2026 Frank Strobel was awarded with a Chevalier de l’ordre des Arts 
et des Lettres in recognition of his contribution to France’s cultural 
heritage.



Born in Niebüll/North Friesland, Manfred Callsen was 
trained as an actor in Berlin. After his early years 
at the E.T.A.-Hoffmann-Theater Bamberg, guest 
performances took him to various theatres, including 
the Hans-Otto-Theater Potsdam, the Staatsoper 
Berlin and the Admiralspalast Berlin.

Since 1993, Manfred Callsen has appeared in over 
70 film and television productions, including “Angela 
Merkel-Stunden der Entscheidung” (directed by 
Christian Twente), “Vier gegen die Bank” (directed 
by Wolfgang Petersen), The Team (directed by 
Kasper Gaardsöe), “Die Straßen von Berlin” (directed 
by Werner Masten), “Der letzte Zeuge” (directed by 
Bernd Stephan) and Soko Wismar.

In addition, Manfred Callsen has worked as a voice-
over artist for radio and television since 1990, for 
example as a station announcer for Rundfunk Berlin-
Brandenburg, Deutschlandradio Kultur, arte, ZDF, NDR 
and SWR. His work in this context includes readings 
of literary texts, essays and non-fiction texts, as well 
as dubbing and working on documentary films. In 
recent years, Manfred Callsen has recorded over 20 
audio books (including Rilke, Kleist, Storm, Fontane, 
Stevenson, A. France). He has performed readings 
of literary texts in solo projects or in collaboration 
with musicians on a number of stages (including 
“Duineser Elegien” “Der kleine Prinz” “Reineke Fuchs” 
“Das Parfum”).

Since 2001, he has also worked as a presenter at film 
music concerts, which has brought Manfred Callsen 
together several times (with different programmes) 
with the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra in Doha. 

He has also performed with the WDR 
Funkhausorchester, Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie 
Rheinland-Pfalz, Tonhalle Orchester Zürich,

Hamburger Symphoniker, Norddeutsche Philharmonie Rostock, SWR 
Rundfunkorchester Kaiserslautern, Brandenburgisches Staatsorchester, 
Deutsche Radio Philharmonie Saarbrücken, NDR Pops Orchestra, 
Deutsches Filmorchester Babelsberg, Brandenburger Symphoniker, 
Orchéstre de Paris (in French).

Manfred Callsen lives in Berlin
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Manfred Callsen
narrator



Brahms Reimagined: Brought to you by Georgetown University in Qatar

Katara Cultural Village, Opera House
Saturday, 31 October 2026
7:30 pm

Wilson Ng, conductor
Esther Yoo, violin

Conductor Wilson Ng (newly appointed Fellow Conductor of the London Philharmonic Orchestra), 
leads the Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra. Violinist Esther Yoo (youngest prizewinner of the prestigious 
Queen Elisabeth Competition), joins the orchestra for Brahms’ Violin Concerto in D Major, one of the 
most beloved works in the violin repertoire. After the interval, the programme lives up to its title with 
Brahms’ Piano Quartet in G Minor, radically transformed into a full orchestral work by Arnold Schoenberg. 
Familiar Brahms  experienced in a way you’ve never heard before.

Program

Johannes Brahms: 	 Violin Concerto in D Major, Op. 77

Intermission

Johannes Brahms: 	 Piano Quartet in G Minor, Op. 25

			   (orchestrated by Schoenberg)

	

Qatar-Canada Year of Culture: Sounds of Canada

Qatar National Convention Centre, Auditorium 3
Saturday, 7 November 2026
7:30 pm

Charles Olivieri-Munroe, conductor

Presented as part of the Qatar-Canada Year of Culture, this concert brings the sound of Canada to 
Doha under conductor Charles Olivieri-Munroe, winner of First Prize at the prestigious Prague Spring 
International Conducting Competition. The programme showcases four Canadian composers rarely 
heard in this part of the world; Morawetz’s vibrant Carnival Overture, Mercure’s colourful Kaleidoscope, 
and Hétu’s evocative On the Banks of the Saint-Maurice River, followed after the interval by Morawetz’s 
ambitious Symphony No. 2. Don’t miss the chance to discover a musical tradition as vast and varied as 
Canada itself.

Program

Oskar Morawetz: Carnival Overture

Pierre Mercure: Kaleidoscope

Jacques Hétu: On the Banks of the Saint-Maurice River, Op. 78

Intermission

Oskar Morawetz: Symphony No. 2
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Upcoming Concerts



Musicians
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Sponsors and Partners


